
Restorative Practices Book List: 

High Interest Texts to Use in Circles 

 
 

I am Peace by Susan Verde: Vignettes of the child in a balance 

pose, feeding birds, and meditating beneath a tree (magically 

sprouting from fallen birdseed) reinforce messages of kindness, 

compassion, and self-awareness. A helpful tool for cultivating 

kid mindfulness.  

 

 

 

 

 

Be Kind by Pat Zietlow Miller: From asking the new girl to play to 
standing up for someone being bullied, this moving story explores 
what kindness is, and how any act, big or small, can make a 
difference―or at least help a friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Walk with Vanessa by Kerascoet: the story of one girl who inspires 
a community to stand up to bullying. I Walk with Vanessa explores 
the feelings of helplessness and anger that arise in the wake of seeing 
a classmate treated badly, and shows how a single act of kindness can 
lead to an entire community joining in to help. This book does not 
contain words (pictures only) 

 

 



El Deafo by Cece Bell: Going to school and making new friends can be 
tough. But going to school and making new friends while wearing a bulky 
hearing aid strapped to your chest? That requires superpowers! In this funny, 
poignant graphic novel memoir, author/illustrator Cece Bell chronicles her 
hearing loss at a young age and her subsequent experiences with the Phonic 
Ear, a very powerful—and very awkward—hearing aid.The Phonic Ear gives 
Cece the ability to hear—sometimes things she shouldn’t—but also isolates 
her from her classmates. She really just wants to fit in and find a true friend, 
someone who appreciates her as she is. After some trouble, she is finally 
able to harness the power of the Phonic Ear and become “El Deafo, Listener 
for All.” And more importantly, declare a place for herself in the world and 
find the friend she’s longed for. 

 

 

Double Dutch by Sharon M. Draper: Delia loves Double Dutch more than 
just about anything, and she's really good at it -- so good she and her 
teammates have a shot at winning the World Double Dutch Championships. 
Delia would die if she couldn't jump -- but Delia has a secret, and it could 
keep her off the team next year. Delia's friend Randy has a secret too, one 
that has him lonely and scared. Delia and Randy's secrets collide on what 
should be the happiest day of Delia's life, and the collision threatens to 
destroy their friendship. Why can't life be as easy for Delia as Double Dutch? 

 

 

 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes: Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a 
police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he 
observes the devastation that's been unleashed on his family and 
community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing. 
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different 
time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome process what has 
happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may 
have led to the events that ended his life. Jerome also meets Sarah, the 
daughter of the police officer, who grapples with her father's actions. 
Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into 
a gripping and poignant story about how children and families face the 
complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand 
American blackness in the aftermath of his own death. 



 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson: Raised in South Carolina 
and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid 
poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 
1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing 
awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem 
is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s 
soul as she searches for her place in the world.  

 

 

 

George by Alex Gino: When people look at George, they think they see a 
boy. But she knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks 
she'll have to keep this a secret forever. Then her teacher announces that 
their class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George really wants to play 
Charlotte. But the teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . because 
she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, George comes up with a 
plan. Not just so she can be Charlotte -- but so everyone can know who she is, 
once and for all. 

 

 

 

The 57 Bus by Dashka Slater: if it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard 

never would have met. Both were high school students from Oakland, 

California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but they inhabited 

different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and 

attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-

plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths 

overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride 

home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and 

Richard charged with two hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case 

garnered international attention, thrusting both teenagers into the spotlight. 

 

 

 

 



 

Mama’s nightingale by Edwidge Danticat: After Saya's mother is 

sent to an immigration detention center, Saya finds comfort in 

listening to her mother's warm greeting on their answering 

machine. To ease the distance between them while she’s in jail, 

Mama begins sending Saya bedtime stories inspired by Haitian 

folklore on cassette tape. Moved by her mother's tales and her 

father's attempts to reunite their family, Saya writes a story of her 

own—one that just might bring her mother home for good. 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m New Here by Anne Sibley O’Brien: Three students are 

immigrants from Guatemala, Korea, and Somalia and have trouble 

speaking, writing, and sharing ideas in English in their new 

American elementary school. Through self-determination and 

with encouragement from their peers and teachers, the students 

learn to feel confident and comfortable in their new school 

without losing a sense of their home country, language, and 

identity.  

 

 

 

 

Islandborn by Junot Diaz: Every kid in Lola's school was from 

somewhere else. So when Lola's teacher asks the students to draw 

a picture of where their families immigrated from, all the kids are 

excited. Except Lola. She can't remember The Island—she left when 

she was just a baby. But with the help of her family and friends, 

and their memories—joyous, fantastical, heartbreaking, and 

frightening—Lola's imagination takes her on an extraordinary 

journey back to The Island.  As she draws closer to the heart of her 

family's story, Lola comes to understand the truth of her abuela's 

words: “Just because you don't remember a place doesn't mean it's 

not in you.” 

 



 

 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo: Xiomara Batista feels unheard and 
unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into 
curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. 
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration 
and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to 
herself like prayers.With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to 
obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her thoughts are 
best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry 
club, she doesn’t know how she could ever attend without her mami 
finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. 

   

 

 

 

Armstrong & Charlie by Steven B Frank: Charlie isn’t looking forward to 

sixth grade. If he starts sixth grade, chances are he’ll finish it, and he’ll be 

older than his older brother ever was. Armstrong isn’t looking forward to 

sixth grade either. He’ll have to wake up at five thirty to ride a bus to an all-

white school in the Hollywood Hills. When they are assigned seats next to 

each other, what starts as a rivalry becomes a close friendship. Set in Los 

Angeles in the 1970s, Armstrong and Charlie is the hilarious, heartwarming 

tale of two boys from opposite worlds. Different, yet the same. 

 

 

 

 

What do you do with a chance? By Kobi Yamada: a captivating story 

about a child who isn't sure what to make of a chance encounter and 

then discovers that when you have courage, take chances, and say yes 

to new experiences, amazing things can happen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman: Paul Fleischman uses thirteen speakers to 
bring to life a community garden's founding and first year. The book's 
short length, diverse cast, and suitability for adults as well as children 
have led it to be used in countless one-book reads in schools and in cities 
across the country.Seedfolks has been drawn upon to teach tolerance, 
read in ESL classes, promoted by urban gardeners, and performed in 
schools and on stages from South Africa to Broadway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas: Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter 
moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives 
and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance 
between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 
shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 
officer. Khalil was unarmed. 

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling 
him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters 
are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local 
drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone 
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only 
person alive who can answer that is Starr. 

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. 
It could also endanger her life. 

 

 


